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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 597.] 

Anp what is the truth? The truth is, every son and daughter of God 
must first have faith in God—faith that He is, that He is righteous, that 
He is almighty, that He governs all things, and that in Him all perfection 
dwells. You may not have a knowledge of this, but you must have faith 
that this is true. This is the first principle of revealed religion. It is 
written that without faith it is impossible to please God. It is also 
written that the just shall live by faith. Therefore I say it is necessary 
for all men to have faith in God, the Maker and Creator of all things, the 
Ruler of heaven and earth. Without faith worlds could not have been 
made; without it they could not be held in their positions; but by faith 
all things are possible with God and with man. Jesus Himself laid very 
great stress upon this principle of faith. He declared, upon one occasion, 
that if His disciples had faith like unto a grain of mustard seed, they 
could say to the mountain, “Be removed,” and it would be removed. On 
another occasion, when Christ walked upon the water, Peter said unto 
Him, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water,” and 
Jesus said, “Come.” “But when he saw the wind and waves boisterous, 
he was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me, and 
immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him, and said 
unto him, O, thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt.” Peter had 
not sufficient faith to bear him up; but the Savior had. Such is the faith 
that man should have in God, in His power, and in His omniscience. 

Next to faith, we must repent of our sins; not with that repentance 
which needeth to be repented of, but with a genuine, true repentance 
which will cause men to cease from their evil ways and to do the will of 
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God as they learn what His will is. This is the repentance necessary. If 
you have wronged any one, repair that wrong. If you have sinned against 
yourself cease to do it, and make mtercession with God, through Jesus 
Christ, that you may have forgiveness of your sins. If you have sinned 
against others, repair that sin so far as it lies in your power, make satis- 
faction, and thereby show heartfelt repentance. Not a repentance that 
begins and ends in outward sorrow and regret, and is exhibited in a long, 
sorrowful countenance. This is not needful at all, for a man may repent 
of his sins with a cheerful heart and countenance. Repentance is nota 
matter of sorrow; it is a matter of congratulation before God that we are 
able to repent of our sins and have them removed. Therefore, believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and repent of your sins, every one of you. 

Having faith and having repented of sin, seek someone who is clothed 
with authority from God, as was John of old, to baptize in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Do not seek for any man to 
baptize you who has not received that authority, for “no man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” Seek a man 
who holds the Priesthood, and who is called and appointed to administer 
in the sacred ordinances of the Gospel, and say unto him: “I have faith 
in God; I have faith in Jesus Christ, and in His atoning blood; I have, so 
far as it lies in my power, repented of my sins, and I have sought to make 
right all the wrong that I have committed in the world; I have repented 
before God and have sought forgiveness from Him; I pray you, bury me 
with Christ in baptism, that I may put off the old man and rise from the 
liquid grave unto a newness of life, in likeness to the resurrection of 
Christ from the grave, and also from the liquid grave, when He was 
buried in the waters of Jordan by John, that I may be able to receive that 
great witness that is needful to make all men steadfast in the Lord, even 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, which is the spirit of prophecy.” 

Then when you are baptized, by this man who has authority to baptize 
for the remission of sins, may you receive the gift of the Holy Ghost by 
the laying on of hands. For this is one of the essential ordinances of the 
Gospel. It is not for the preachers of the Gospel ajlon>. It was just as 
necessary for the eunuch baptized by Philip end others baptized by the 
Apostles of old to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands as it was for the disciples themselves to receive it. This is an 
individual work. Every man must obtain salvation and exaltation in the 
presence of God for himself. I say again that no man can be saved for 
you, nor you for any other man. My works of righteousness will not 
avail you; your works of righteousness will do me no good, except so far 
as I may follow your example and thus be benefited by the good works I 
am led to do by it, the good that will come to me will be in doing the 
will of the Father myself, that I may know of the doctrine for myself. 

Having been initiated into the kingdom of God through faith, repent- 
ance, baptism, and the laying on of hands, then what shall we do in order 
that we may continue to be saved? Shall we go back again, like the dog 
to his vomit, or like the sow that is washed to its wallowing in the mire? 
Afver we have put off the old man and put on the new; after we have 
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been regenerated through the baptism of water and of fire, shall we go 
back again into the beggarly elements of the world? Shall we do as we 
did before, gratify the lusts and desires of mortality? Shall we do this in 
order that we may be saved? It is not so written. 

On one occasion there was a young man sought the Lord and said unto 
him: “Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 
life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good 
but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. 

He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, thou 
shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false 
witness, 

Honor thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” 

Here then are some things that are needful for us to do after we are 
born of water and of the Spirit and become the adopted children of God. 
We shall not commit adultery, we shall not steal, we shall not bear false 
witness, and, harder than all this, we shall love our neighbor as ourselves. 
This is one of the commandments of God. But there is another command- 
ment which surpasses even that, and which we are under the necessity of 
observing. We read as follows: 

“But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to 
silence, they were gathered together. 

Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting 
him, and saying, 

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. 

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
This needs no comment. 

When this rich young man heard the sayings of Jesus, he declared unto 
Him, “All these things have I kept from my youth up: What lack I yet! 
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come 
and follow me.” The young man was here put to the test. He was 
boasting that he had kept all these commandments. He had not mur- 
dered, he was not guilty of stealing, he was innocent of the crime of 
adultery, he had honored his father and his mother, and, furthermore he 
had loved his neighbor as himself, according to his own declaration 
Now, evidently the Lord saw his heart and understood his spirit, and he 
very readily showed him and those who stood about that he still lacked 
something very material for salvation. For He said to him, “Sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, * * and come and follow 
me.” “But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sor- 
rowful; for he had great possessions.” It seems that he did not love his 
neighbor as himself, and he lacked in that greater commandment—for he 
did not love God with all his might, mind, and strength. It appears that 
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he had great possessions and his affections were fixed upon those posses- 
sions; he did not love his neighbor enough to part with his riches and 
give to the poor. 

“Then said Jesus unte his disciples, Verily I say unto you, that a rich 
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” 

It has been said that there was a small gate or entrance through the 
wall surrounding Jerusalem and a camel would have to be very small 
indeed to get through it; and it is believed that Jesus, in making this 
comparison, referred to this. Evidently the disciples understood it, and 
they marveled at this saying; but neither they nor the young man under- 
stood apparently at that time the full force and meaning of these words 
of the Savior. Was it because the man was rich that it was impossible 
for him to enter into the kingdom of God? I think not. I do not think 
that I would be criticising the words of the Savior if I declared that so far 
as riches themselves are concerned they have nothing to do with a man’s 
entering into the kingdom of heaven. Although Jesus had no where to 
lay His head, and was compelled to send His disciples to catch a fish with 
money in its mouth that He might pay tribute to Cesar, I think I will 
not be disputed when I say that Jesus Himself possessed the world; that 
it was His; that He made it; that the gold and the silver and the precious 
things of the world were His; and yet I do not understand that they were 
any bar to His salvation, or exaltation or glory or entrance into the king- 
dom of God. It is not then the possession of riches that is in the way. 
We often hear it said that money is the root of all evil; but the Scriptures 
declare that it is the “love of money” that is the root of all evil. This is 
the key by which to interpret the condition of this young man. Jesus 
saw that he loved riches more than he loved God or his neighbor, and 
therefore it was necessary for him to repent and get forgiveness in order 
that he might be prepared to obtain eternal life. I say that a man may 
possess millions, and if he loves God more than his possessions and will 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, the portals of the celestial city will 
open to him as freely as to Lazarus or the poorest man that ever dwelt in 
the flesh. It is the love of God, the love of your neighbor, and the hatred 
of evil and wrong that will help to qualify man to enter into the celestial 
kingdom, or to obtain the knowledge of eternal life by which he may be saved 
and brought back into the presence of God, from whence he came. For we 
are all the children of our Father. He loves us and we should love Him. 

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.” 

Jesus laid down His life for His friends. This is the kind of love we 
should have for God and for our neighbor, and we should seek to do right- 
eously. Then it is promised that the works which Jesus did we shall do, 
and greater works, for He has gone to the Father to prepare the way for 
those who will be faithful unto Him. 
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God bless you, my brethren and sisters, and friends. May He lead us 
in the path of duty, and enlighten our minds, and enlarge our understand- 
ings by His Spirit, that we may be willing to hearken unto His counsels 
and be obedient unto His commandments, that we may be true to Him, 
true to each other, and true to the Gospel. It is the truth that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God; and it is true that this is eternal 
life to know Him whom God hath sent into the world. It is true that 
we must repent of our sins. It is true that we must be buried with Christ 
in baptism. It is true that we must have the gift of the Holy Ghost 
bestowed upon us by laying on of hands of those that have authority. 
These are eternal truths, from which no man can escape and yet enter the 
kingdom of God. Then let us have the truth, and let us be so free from 
sin and darkness and from the powers of the world that we may be made 
free in the Gospel of liberty. May God grant this unto all of us, in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 


— 


AN ETERNAL COVENANT. 


Tue Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Corinthians, explains that “to us 
there is but one God, the Father.” This is “the Eternal Father” to whom 
His children petition in the name of the Only Begotten; whom Abraham 
addressed when he “called on the name of the everlasting God ;” of whom 
Daniel declared, “His dominion is an everlasting dominion ;” and whom the 
Savior said to know is “eternal life.” The eternal or everlasting character 
of the Supreme Being whom we worship is clearly set forth in Scripture, 
ancient and modern, and in this assurance of permanency is a firm found- 
ation for faith. As God is eternal, it follows of necessity that the princi- 
ples which emanate from Him are similar in their nature; for like begets 
like. Thus it is that the Lord is “the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey Him.” His Gospel, which is the power of God unto that 
salvation, therefore is like unto it, and is eternal in the principles which it 
inculcates, the application of the ordinances which it requires, and the © 
covenants which it authorizes. The covenant which He enters into with 
His people, as He declares through the Prophet Ezekiel, “shall be an ever- 
lasting covenant.” 

This principle was understood by The Preacher when He said, “I know 
that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever; nothing can be put to it, 
nor anything taken from it.” There is no conjecture or supposition in 
this statement. It was from the standpoint of a positive knowledge. Ib 
teaches as a known truth that that which is done by the Almighty par- 
takes of His everlasting nature; it also suggests that that which is of an 
opposite character is not by Him. If it is done by man in his mortal capa- 
city and authority, then it partakes of the same character, and whatever 
force it may possess ceases when the mortal end comes. 

Take, for instance, the marriage covenant, and let the rule be applied. 
When that covenant is entered into by divine authority, according to His 
law, then its bond is eternal; it is a marriage ordained of God. But the 
ceremony not performed in harmony with that law and by that authority, 
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while it is binding upon persons in the mortal probation, is of no force as 
an eternal covenant, for the reason that it is not the marriage ordained of 
God. If it were such marriage, its covenant would be eternal; it could 
not be severed by death, for the power of the Eternal One has overcome 
that of the grave. 

Early in the history of human existence on earth, the Almighty declared 
the fundamental principle that it is not good for man to be alone. It was 
not good for him to be without the companionship that comes in the mar- 
riage relation, therefore he was given a wife; and as that which the Lord 
doeth “shall be forever,” as the Scripture says, then Eve was Adawm’s wife 
for eternity. The association entered into by divine authorization and 
direction was of an everlasting character. In the wife which the Lord 
gave him, Father Adam received a good gift—he was removed from that 
state which the Lord said was not good. If he had rejected the proffer 
of the Lord, and sought his wife through another source than the one 
divinely open to him, his contract would not have reached into eternity, 
and he would not have attained to the superlative goodness of that gift 
whose perfection is reached only in a perfect sphere. Hence suggestive- 
ness of the advice given by the Apostle James in his day: “Do not err, 
my beloved brethren. Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variablenegs, neither shadow of turning.” 

With respect to the covenant of marriage, the Lord has opened the way 
for the Latter-day Saints who enter into that relationship to do so in the 
manner ordained by Him. And none who understand the force of the 
principle will supplant the divinely appointed way by submitting to an 
inferior or conflicting procedure. The marriages which Latter-day Saints 
contract should be by divine authority and counsel. The word of the Lord 
given in latter times is not less emphatic on this principle than in ancient 
days. Tothe Saints He has revealed the everlasting covenant of marriage 
according to His law, and has declared that condemnation follows those. 
who do not abide it—that those who reject it cannot enter into His glory. 
According to this, those who claim standing in His Church, who profess 
to do His will, yet choose another form of entering into the relationship 
of husband and wife, place themselves in a very unenviable position. The 
Lord has spoken plainly regarding His eternal covenant or law of marri- 
age. He says: 

All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performan 
connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made, and ente 
into, and sealed, by the Holy Spirit of promise, of Him who is anointed, 
both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by revel- 
ation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed, whom 
have appointed on the earth to hold this power, are of no efficacy, virtue, 
or force, in and after the resurrection from the dead ; for all contracts that 
are not made unto this end, have an end when men are dead. 


For whatsoever things remain, are by me; and whatsoever things are 
not by me, shall be shaken and destroyed. 

Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and he marry her 
not by me, nor by my word; and he covenant with her so long as he is in 
the world, and she with him, their covenant and marriage are not of force 
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when they are dead, and when they are out of the world; therefore, they 
are not bound by any law when they are out of the world. 

The revelation contains a further statement of the condition of those 
who are in the marriage relation outside of His covenant. It also points 
out with equal clearness the situation of those who marry according to His 
word, giving the promise that if they abide in that covenant then those 
blessings conferred upon them shall be of full force; they shall pass “to 
their exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon thair 
heads.” 

It is of vital importance that this principle of the divine, eternal nature 
of the marriage covenant should be taught especially to the youth of Israel, 
that no young man shall seek a wife outside of that order and covenant, 
and that no young woman shall be willing to accept as husband one who 
cannot or does not comply with the conditions of the divine law. Upon 
their instruction in and acceptance of the word of the Lord on this subject 
depends not only their happiness in this life but their exaltation in the 
life to come, with all the rights of heirship which that exaltation implies. 
—Deseret News. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The gum on the back of the postage stamps of the United States is made from alcohol 
one part, ascetic acid one part, dextrine two parts, and five parts water. 

A curiously addressed letter lately passed through the Post Office at Madrid, which 
was deciphered and correctly delivered, notwithstanding all difficulties. The address 
was a perfect rebus. At the left hand side was the figure of a lady. It was clear, there- 
fore, to which sex the recipient should belong. Over the lady’s head the sun was rising: 
hence her name was inferred to be Aurora. For her surname stood a hill with a castle at 
its foot, which gives us ‘‘ Montes y Castello.” Next comes the town, for which the plan 
of a city was drawn, on which the Alhambra was legible. This indicated Granada, but 
in order to leave no doubt possible a pomegranate was drawn beside the plan. To com- 
plete the address, a number was indicated in one of the streets of the city plan. The 
postal authorities took three days to study this curiosity, and then triumphantly delivered 
the letter to “Senorita Aurora Montes y Castello, Azacayas, No. 20, Granada,” and, so 
far from censuring the sender, they had the envelope photographed and a copy printed 
in the Madrid papers as a proof of the intelligence of the department. 

The following description of a natural antiseptic in the human system, and of its possi- 
ble artificial use, is taken from Daheim:--‘‘ It was already known that secretions of the 
mucous membranes, especially saliva, possess antiseptic properties under certain circum- 
stances, which explains the reason why the germs which enter daily and hourly through 
the mouth do not reach a harmful development; but Edinger has now found the active 
material in potassium rhodanate, which is present in saliva’ Potassium rhodanate is a 
compound of sulphur, cyanogen, and potassium, and is, in large quantities, narcotically 
poisonous to warm-blooded animals; it is, like other rhodanates, fatal to bacilli. A quin- 
olin rhodanate, lately produced, is said, in a solution of three parts to the thousand, to 
kill the cholera bacillus in a minute, and in a solution of three times this strength, to kill 
the diphtheria bacillus in the same time. It was found by further resparches that this 
rhodanate has the effect of carbolic acid and of corrosive sublimate, and at the same time 
is harmless to man. Saliva, especially that of fasting persons, plays a great part in popu- 
lar medicine; and beasts, by licking keep their wound clean and bring them to a quick 
healing without suppuration.” 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1895. 


FAITH AND VICTORIOUS ENERGY. 


Tue Christian Commonwealth says: “The current number of the 7'hinker 
wisely calls attention to an academica] dissertation which has just appear- 
ed in Berlin from the pen of Carl Bétticher, in which the Christian faith 
is said to have three main points, or leading elements—viz. unconditional 
confidence, complete surrender of heart and will, victorious energy. This 
writer takes substantially the same view which we have for many years 
advocated in these columns. Faith is really worth nothing unless it lead 
to the surrender of heart and will; but even these may be surrendered 
without manifesting any particular victorious energy. In short, the faith 
which saves, justifies, and results in spiritual development is a faith which 
not only believes in Christ, but believes in Him so implicitly that the 
whole heart and will are surrendered to Him, and this surrender leads to 
the most unreserved obedience to His commandments. This is the faith 
that overcomes the world, and is undoubtedly the faith which characterized 
the first Christians. In these days, however, we have manufactured a faith 
which is little more than a mental act, and, delusively, as we think, promises 
salvation, while the subject is sitting on his seat.” 

The foregoing might almost have been taken from a Latter-day Saint 
publication, so nearly does it agree with the teachings which have been 
uttered by the leaders of the Church from the beginning. The Latter-day 
Saints are called many evil names now by some people who still insist that 
man need do nothing to obtain salvation. They are said to undervalue the 
atonement of Christ when they teach the necessity of obedience to the 
commandments of Christ. We do not know just how many years the 
Christian Commonwealth has been advocating the ideas set forth in the 
above extract, nor is it material to what we wish to say on this subject, 
but it is pleasing to read them in a paper of that kind. 

Almost the first thing that a Latter-day Saint commences to learn is the 
necessity for faith to be combined with works of righteousness, and keep- 
ing the commandments of God—not one, nor two, but all of them. He 
finds out that the teachings of the Church authorities are to the effect that 
al] men regardless of their own works will be benefited by the atonement 
which Christ wrought out through His crucifixion; but though this has 
been accomplished there will still be an inquiry into the record of each 
person’s life, and from that record will he be judged, and rewarded or pun- 
ished. The Latter-day Saints look upon eternal life as the object of man’s 
existence, and think it is worth more than anything or everything else. 
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They believe that to obtain it requires an exertion of all the energies of 
man; not that he can save himself, but he must by works exhibit a desire 
for salvation, or it will not be given him. God does not thrust men into 
heaven contrary to their wishes. 

This desire can be attested only by doing that which God has laid down 
as @ necessity to gain eternal life. In this life, if a person should say he 
wished to accomplish a certain purpose, and then should act in direct 
opposition to the expressed wish, his neighbors would say his actions con- 
tradicted his words. Christ has said that to a certain extent earthly 
things are typical of heavenly things, and this being the case it must be 
concluded that to obtain heavenly favors exertions in that direction must 
be made. Some people have said that the parable of the prodigal son, of 
the lost sheep, and of the lost piece of money show that the mercy of God 
will be extended to all both good and bad, and that He is willing to save 
all, regardless of their actions; a few have even placed the repentant 
prodigal ahead of his faithful brother because of the great rejoicing 
at his return. A deeper study of the situation will at once dispel that 
idea. There was a world of difference between the condition of those two 
sons. The one who had wasted his substance in rioting did not receive 
an inheritance from his father; he was permitted to return home, but 
what did he have except his father’s pardon? The father’s answer to the 
older son, when the latter became a little jealous of his brother’s reception, 
was: “All that I have is thine.” There was to be none of this son’s share 
taken away and given to the spendthrift brother. Let each one ask him- 
self the question, Which one of the two sons’ places would I prefer? The 
answer will come most emphatically, His who still had his portion left. The 
prodigal wanderer would appreciate his father’s mercy perhaps more than . 
would the other, and would be happy always in remembering this. But 
how much more would the faithful one rejoice that he had tried to please 
his father always. He was just as much dependent on the father for his 
inheritence as was the prodigal one for mercy and both would have to 
acknowledge him as the giver of their blessings. 

It seems a plain proposition to the Latter-day Saints that something must 
be done, as well as thought of, by him who would attain the highest glory. 
A mere “mental act” will not save a person—a dead faith can not take a 
man to heaven. The burden of their message is that all men must keep 
the commandments of God or they will be condemned for disobedience. 
What those commandments are will be found by a thorough search through 
the Scriptures, and an acceptance of the teachings therein contained, 
regardless of what men’s private opinion may be. 

There is no conflict in the teachings of Paul and those of James on the 
subject of salvation; both were the servant’s of God and wrote to correct 
evils which they saw creeping into the church; Paul to impress the Saints 
with the idea that their man-made formulas would be of no avail, nor would 
even a compliance with the ordinances of the Gospel, unless they had faith in 
Jesus Christ as the Savior, and would give Him all the glory; James to 
combat the other extreme view that it was not necessary to obey the com- 
mandments of God if one had faith. Paul would likely have written the 
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game as James had he seen the same evils; James would no doubt have 
expressed ideas similar to those of Paul had he been acquainted with the 
condition of the people to whom Paul wrote. The teachings of both are 
correct, but they can be correct only on the theory that faith and works 
are both necessary for the followers of Christ to exercise. James says 
faith without works is dead; Paul holds that works without faith are 
dead. B. 


Tue following paragraph is going the rounds of the English Press: 


A German correspondent in Salt Lake City described the position of 
Mormonism as somewhat precarious. The number of Saints in these 
latter days is rapidly diminishing, and the Mormon territory is being 
over-run ty American immigrants, including Roman Catholics, Episcopa- 
lians, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Unitarians, Methodists, and Jews, 
the latter being especially numerous. Of the fifty thousand persons who 
make up the peerietin of Salt Lake City one-half only profess the Mor- 
mon faith. The decline is ascribed to the principle of polygamy, which 
although it is nominally suppressed, continues to be the basis of the exist- 
ing organization. “It1is impossible” (says the writer) “to abolish it with- 

out at the same time bringing down the entire edifice.” Meanwhile the 
new generation regard the Mormon religion as beneath them, and b 
degrees secede, whence it is easy to foresee the time when the sect wi 
have entirely disap | 

For the information of the Saints who may meet people that believe the 
above we repeat some statistics which were published in the Star of June 
13, 1895: The Young Ladies Mutual Improvement Association member- 
ship increased 1096 in 1894 over 1893; the attendance at the Sunday 
Schools was 8320 greater 1894 that in 1893. The Aberdeen Lvening Gazette 
has given space for a correction to the above by Elder A. M. Ledingham. 
If the other papers will as readily publish the truth as they did the oppo- 
site they will at least set themselves right. The papers it seems are bound 
to say something about Mormonism, and are evidently determined not to 
give the entire truth. However devoutly they may wish for the decline of 
Mormonism, their saying it is decaying will not make it so. Polygamy is 
not now and never has been the basis of the religion of the Latter-day 
Saints. Their attitude in relation to this principle can be easily found 

out by any one who desires to know. Mormonism is founded upon the 
rock of eternal truth, notwithstanding the statement quoted. The Latter- 
day Saints know what their doctrine is better than any one not of them, 
and they will continue to insist upon an observance of the principles and 
ordinances established by the Savior. A multitude of papers will no doubt 
be surprised when they find how much Mormonism has grown while they 
have been trying to comfort themselves with the thought that it was 


dying. 


On September 8, a meeting house of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints was dedicated in St. John, Kansas. A few years ago 
this act would have met with opposition from all parts of the state, and 
might have been the cause of serious trouble. People then thought it was 
a disgrace to have a Mormon in their neighborhood, and would have offered 
strenuous objections to the erection of a place of worship by the unpopular 
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sect. Now instead of this some of the papers in the Jocality have been 
speaking of the event in terms of praise and invited those who felt inter- 
ested to be present at the dedication which was a feature of the conference 
held in St. John on the date mentioned. This change of feeling is simply 


the result of becoming better acquainted with the principles and practices 
of the Latter-day Saints. 


ArrivaLs.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per Amer- 
ican Line steamer Belgenland on September 18, 1895: For the British 
Mission—Thomas Adams of Salt Lake City; William O. Newbold of 
Taylorsville. For the Scandinavian Mission—Peter A. Pedersen of Salem; 
Joseph Larsen of Big Cottonwood; Nils F. Ahlberg of South Cottonwood; 
John T, Jonason of Salt Lake City; L. Gustav Larson of South Cotton- 
wood; John F. Applequist of Salt Lake City. For the Swiss and German 
Mission—Alfred C. Meyer of Salt Lake City. The same vessel also brought 
Elder Daniel Densley of Herriman who is visiting Great Britain on gene- 
alogical business; Elias Jensen of Brigham City who goes to Scandinavia 
for the same purpose; Miss Annie Mcliveen and Mary Mcllveen of Salt 
Lake City, who are visiting their parents in Ireland. The trip was with- 
out special incident and all arrived well. The Scandinavian Elders con- 
tinued their journey in the afternoon of the 18th. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Thomas Adams has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in,the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder William O. Newbold has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Sheffield Conference. 


THE UNITED ORDER. 


WE have received an anonymous communication, in which certain ques- 
tions are asked that are of interest to our readers, and therefore, contrary 
to our usual practice in such cases, we answer them, but take the liberty 
of answering in our own way. 

The first question is: 

“Will the United Order when established abolish the distinction of rich 
and poor?” 

As we understand the revelations concerning the order of Enoch, there 
will be distinctions among the people after it is established. Men differ 
in their stature; they differ in their capacity; they differ in the size of 
their families; and in’many other directions are there differences. Yet in 
a general sense men are equal before the Lord. So it will be when the 
United Order is established. One man may have a greater capacity for 
managing temporal affairs than another. Our present experience in life 
furnishes us with numerous illustrations of this. We know men who are 
very gifted in some directions who are poor managers and have not the 
capacity to control large affairs. While in this mortal state such differ- 
ences as these in the gifts which men receive are likely to be maintained. 
But there will be neither rich nor poor when the United Order is fully 
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established, in the sense that one will enjoy that of which another is des- 
titute. Every physical want will be supplied. The Lord says: 
Behold, this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my 


saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low; for 
the earth is full, and there is enough and to spare. 


Our correspondent says that he has always thought that this United 
Order was a perfect system and would eventually abolish all inequalities 
such as now exist. 

As to equality the Lord has in another revelation made plain the 
manner in which His people will be equal. He says: 

And all this for the benefit of the church of the living God, that every 
man may improve upon his talent, that every man may gain other talents, 
yea, even an hundred fold, to be cast into the Lord’s storehouse, to become 
the common property of the whole church. 


Every man seeking the interest of his neighbor, and doing all things 
with an eye single to the glory of 


The equality here described is that each one is to have equal claims on 
that which belongs to the Order, each man according to his wants and 
needs, if those wants are just. Some men in the management of their 
stewardships will undoubtedly be able to control large affairs, and as they 
show their capacity their stewardships will be increased. 

If there be means in the treasury and a man be engaged in business 
that he is making profitable, or that the voice of the Order will decide is 
profitable and safe to invest in, he will then have claim upon the treasury 
for that which is necessary to help him in his stewardship. But that 
which he may by his exertions accumulate beyond what is necessary for 
the reasonable support of himself and family, will be returned to the 
treasury, according to the revelation which says: 

And all moneys that you receive in your stewardships by improving 
upon the properties which I have appointed unto you, in houses, or in 
lands or incattle * * shall be cast into the treasury 
as fast as you receive moneys. 


And when this is done, no man is to say that it is his own; for it shall 
not be called his, nor any part of it; and there shall not any part of it be 
used or taken out of the treasury, only by the voice and common consent 
of the Order.” 

In this way every man will seek the interests of his neighbor, and will 
be in a position to love his neighbor as he does himself, and his eye will 
be single to the glory of God and the salvation and benefit of his fellow- 
men. 

When mankind learn that all their wants can be supplied (and really 
men’s wants are very few) they will have a different feeling to that which 
prevails now. Instead of working for themselves or for those immediately 
connected with them, they will labor for the benefit of the whole, and as 
the Lord says, “there is enough and to spare for all.” The Lord has said 
to His Saints: 

If ye are not equal in earthly thin cannot be equal in obtaining 
heavenly thinens r if you will that wen place in the colar: 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 621 


tial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have 
commanded you and required of you. 

Obedience to this law is therefore necessary to prepare men for the 
enjoyment of the glory of the celestial world; and whether this work of 
preparation be commenced now or hereafter, it will undoubtedly have to 
be performed, and the laws will have to be submitted to, by all those who 
desire to obtain celestial glory. 

The second question is: 

“Ts there any set time for establishing the Order; that is, any time 
appointed by revelation when this order shall be established in the Church?” 

To this we reply, No. There is nothing in the revelations which clearly 
indicates the tine when this Order shall be established, further than this: 
that it is the Lord’s design, as appears in the revelations, to have His 
Saints conform to this Order as quickly as their faith will permit them 
todo so. At what time this shall be done depends almost entirely, it may 
be said, upon the faith of the people to carry into effect the revelations 
which the Lord has given. There will be, no doubt, circumstances created 
through the acts of men that will make favorable the establishment of this 
Order. There has been a great change in public feeling concerning pro- 
perty and the rights of property within a very few years. Evidently the 
Lord is moving upon the hearts of prominent men in the nations to set 
forth and advocate theories looking to a better organization of society than 
exists at the present time. The anarchists, the communists, the socialists, 
and all these people who are agitating these questions—some of whom are 
adopting very wicked means to carry out their aims—are having their 
effect upon human society, both in this country and in Europe. The 
people are aroused by the violent acts of some of these classes to reflect 
upon these questions. They have become burning questions in many 
places, and men are compelled to give them attention. Even well-estab- 
lished governments cannot treat them lightly; for the thrones of kings 
and emperors tremble in the face of the violence with which those who sit 
upon them are menaced. Even in republican France, as well as our own 
country, these agitators are not idle. 

All this agitation, coupled with many of the events that are taking 
place, is preparing the way for the establishment of the pure and better 
order of things;-.and it will be with the United Order, as it has been with 
many of the truths which the Lord has given by revelation—it will attract 
men’s attention, and they will be pre-disposed to look favorably upon it 
as a means of settling some of these great questions. 

Of course, the Latter-day Saints themselves are effected by the public 
sentiment that prevails around them. Their traditions have all been in 
_ favor of existing conditions concerning property. It has been hard for 
them to divest themselves of the old ideas respecting the ownership of 
land and other property, and especially of the idea that every man is 
entitled to all that he can make in the struggle of life by superior manage- 
ment and by shrewd dealing with his fellow-man. Our traditions have 
come down to us in this form: That every man is the architect of his own 
fortune, and that he is under no special obligations to look out for any- 
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body but himself, and those in whom he might take interest. “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” has been the sentiment that has been generally felt 
and carried out by mankind, though not often expressed. It has been 
entirely optional whether a man cared for anybody beyond his immediate 
family. There have been, and are thousands of benevolent individuals, 
who do all they can for the benefit of their fellow-creatures, and for the 
alleviation of the poverty and misery which they see around them. These 
are called philanthropists. But the bulk of the people consider themselves 
under no obligations even to do this. 

These traditions have to be unlearned and dismissed from our minds; 
for through them human misery has prevailed in every land. Some men 
have wallowed in the possession of every luxury; they have monopolized 
the elements around them to the exclusion of their poorer and weaker 
neighbors; and thousands are almost starving in sight of food and the 
other elements necessary for physical comfort and happiness, without the 
power to obtain them. Certainly this is wrong. We all must admit it. 
It is not the design of our Creator, who has endowed this earth so plen- 
teously with every element necessary for man’s well being and happiness, 
that one class should be permitted to monopolize these to the exclusion of 
another class. If there were a scarcity of elements, then an argument 
might be found in favor of one class seizing and enjoying more than 
another. But no such scarcity exists. There is abundance of soil, from 
which to raise the grains, the vegetables and the fruits for the sustenance 
of all. Everything necessary for the clothing of the entire human family, 
as well as for the erection of their houses, and for the furnishing of their 
other conveniences, is in abundance on the earth. 

Our view, therefore, is that sooner or later circumstances wil] surround 
the peoples of the earth of such a character, as to make the United Order 
a desirable thing, and refuge will be sought there from evils that will 
menace society, and, unless checked, prove its destruction. The Lord will 
not only teach His people by the revelations from heaven, but there will 
be other influences brought to bear upon them, that will in a certain sense, 
compel them, without, however, taking from them their agency, to adopt 
the plans which the Lord has revealed for their a and spiritual 
salvation.— Juvenile Instructor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A rich gold discovery is reported to have been made in the mountains east of Willard 
City, Box Elder County. 

“Nickle Day” for the Sunday Schools has been changed from the first Gundey in 
September until the last Sunday in October. 

The Latter-day Saints College opened for the coming season at Salt Lake City. This 
is the tenth year since it was commenced, and it it still gaining in popularity among its 
patrons. 

Utah has been having some fast running trains. On September 5, a special from Provo 
made an average of a mile a minute or nearly that from Provo to Ogden, exclusive of the 
time taken for stops, 
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The management of the Saltair Bathing Resort has decided to close the season with a 
fine program. Prises will be given for various exercises, and the proceeds of the day 
will go to the different charitable institutions of the city. 

The death of Elizabeth Keigham Taylor is announced. She was the wife of the late 
President Taylor, and the mother of Thomas E. Taylor. She was one of the earliest 
settlers in Utah, and did a good work in the Church. Her children and grand-children 
are quite numerous. She was 84 years of age at the time of her death. 


The large Tabernacle at Salt Lake City has been undergoing a thorough renovation of 
late, and several improvements have been made. The side walls have been painted in 
imitation of slate-colored marble, and the pillars resemble Sienna marble, forming a pleas- 
ing contrast. The seating capacity has been enlarged to make room for five hundred 
more people. The whole building inside and out looks much improved. 


The candidates for the different offices, as named by the democratic convention on 
September 5, were as follows: For Governor, John T. Caine; Congressman, B. H. 
Roberts; Judges of the Supreme Court, R. W. Young, S. R. Thurman, Thomas Maloney; 
Secretary of State, Fisher Harris; Auditor, Guy C. Wilson; Treasurer, Alma Green- 
wood; Attorney General, A. J. Weber; Superintendent of Public Instruction, Karl G. 
Meeser. ; 


Mrs. James Parsons of Brigham City was milking her cow, and while doing so the 
animal gave her a severe kick which knocked her down. On arising to her feet the lady 
was surprised and horrified to see her house in flames. She had left a little baby in the 
room and she made a successful effort to save the infant. But for the cow’s action the 
baby would lfkely have burned to death, as the mother was unconscious of any danger up 
to that time. 

The entries for the Eisteddfod to be held in Salt Lake City next month have been 
closed. ‘There are 137 altogether, and among them are residents of several States. 
Colorado has more than any other place outside of Utah, but contestants from Idaho, 
Wyoming, Oregon, Kansas, Iowa, Lllinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York will be 
present, so that the affair will be really a national one. The Judges appointed are all 
non-residents of Utah, and of such well known ability that their decisions will no doubt 
be accepted without question. At least two days will be required to complete the whole | 
program. 


Fred I. Monson, who lived in Salt Lake City years ago, but whose home is now in 
Chicago, bas been visiting Salt Lake City for the purpose of obtaining data for a lecture 
on Utah and her resources; also for one on the history of the Church since its organiza- 
tion in 1830. He has obtained views of Nauvoo, Independence, and other places, and 
these will be used for illustrating the lectures. Mr. Monson promises that his lectures 
will be simply narratives of the facts, without any coloring either favorable or unfavor- 
able towards the Mormon people; his hearers can draw their own conclusions. He is a 
member of the Chicago and San Francisco Press Clubs, and of the Geographical Society 
of California. 

Bears are said to be unusually numerous in the mountains of San Pete County this 
year. Four of the cinnamon variety were killed in one day by a party of men, and others 
have been seen in a number of places. Elmer Gustafson, of Fountain Green, and his 
brother were herding sheep in the mountains when a commotion was heard in the corral; 
they divined the cause, one of the boys grabbed a gun and they set out for the sheep, and, 
. getting around them, found a large grizzly at work. The elder brother fired at the shaggy 
animal, but succeeded only in wounding it and it charged upon the younger boy. Elmer 
after three attempts succeeded with the aid of dogs, in escaping, but sustained severe 
scratches on the face and one arm and a deep cut across the fleshy part of the hip. He 
was brought to town, his wounds dressed, and he is quite comfortable. The elder brother 
could not shoot but the once, owing to a cartridge, which refused to be ejected. The 
bear escaped and has not been seen since. 


